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CHAP, members of that important committee, upon whose
v^__^ proposal every measure rested in the old Scottish
1566, Parliament, were appointed, and the choice, for the
most part, fell on such persons that the motion
of the government for the punishment of the
exiles assumed a still more threatening aspect.
Among the members chosen were Bothwell and
Huntly. The friends of the exiles had now no
time to lose. The intention of striking the blow
while Biccio was in attendance on Mary Stuart
during a visit she paid at Seton, had at an
earlier period been frustrated through the vigilance
which Sir George Seton, always a devoted friend
of the Queen, had shown on this occasion in pro-
tecting her. Another plan, according to which it
was proposed to strike down Riccio while playing
balls with Darnley, had likewise to be given up,
because one of the conspirators said that the Queen
ought not to be altogether exempted from the
shadow of suspicion which might fall upon her if it
should afterwards be reported that Eiccio was seized
by her side.1 At all events it was to her royal
palace that on Saturday evening, 9th March 1566,
the conspiring Lords might have been seen passing
down through the Canongate at the head of five
hundred armed men without any resistance being
offered to them. How this happened, whether from
the smallness of the royal guard, or because its pre-
sence had been prevented on this occasion by the
interference of Darnley, is uncertain; for though
the powerful Scottish nobles, who were themselves
tilways attended by crowds of vassals, would not
allow their sovereigns to maintain household troops

1 The Italian account given "by Labanoff, vii. 72.